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 Apples are the fruit of apple trees and are one of the most 

widely grown tree fruit. 

 Millions of tones of apples are grown every year. 

 Granny Smith apples originated in Australia in 1868 accidentally 

after a chance seedling by a woman named Maria Ann Smith. 

 While most apples are eaten fresh, they have other uses 

including juice making and cooking. 

 The apple tree originated in Central Asia. 
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 Birds have feathers, wings, lay eggs and are warm blooded. 

 There are around 10000 different species of birds worldwide. 

 The Ostrich is the largest bird in the world. It also lays the 

largest eggs and has the fastest maximum running speed (97 kph). 

 Scientists believe that birds evolved from theropod dinosaurs. 

 Some bird species are intelligent enough to create and use tools. 

 The chicken is the most common species of bird found in the 

world. 
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 Cats are one of, if not the most, popular pet in the world. 

 There are over 500 million domestic cats in the world. 

 Cats and humans have been associated for nearly 10000 years. 

 Cats have flexible bodies and teeth adapted for hunting small 

animals such as mice and rats. 

 A group of cats is called a clowder, a male cat is called a tom, a 

female cat is called a molly or queen while young cats are called 

kittens. 
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 Your dog is as smart as a 2-year-old toddler. 

 Dogs and cats both slurp water the same way. 

 Your dog’s whiskers help him “see” in the dark. 

 Dogs only have sweat glands in their paws.  

 On average, a dog’s mouth exerts 320 pounds of pressure. 

 Your one year-old pup is as physically mature as a 15-year-old 

human. 

 Your dog’s sense of smell is 1,000 to 10 million times better than 

yours. 
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 Elephants are the largest land mammal in the world. 

 Elephants live in Asia and Africa. 

 African elephants are larger than Asian elephants and have larger 

ears. 

 Elephants are around 200 pounds when they are born.  That’s one 

big baby! 

 Adult elephants weigh between 5,000 and 14,000 pounds. 

 A female elephant is called a cow. 

 A male elephant is called a bull. 

 A baby elephant is called a calf. 
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 Fish are vertebrate animals that live in the water. Vertebrate 

means they have a spinal cord surrounded by bone or cartilage. 

 Fish have gills that extract oxygen from the water around them. 

 There are over 30000 known species of fish. 

 Tuna can swim at speeds of up to 70 kph (43 mph). 

 Relative to their body size, fish have small brains compared to 

most other animals. 

 Fish are covered in scales which are often covered in a layer of 

slime to help their movement through water. 
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 Gorillas are the largest living Primate. Humans are also primates. 

 Gorillas are very smart and have been taught to use tools in 

captivity. 

 They communicate using gestures, body postures, sounds, and by 

slapping their chests.  Some gorillas living in captivity have even 

been taught sign language. 

 Gorillas are shy animals, they are not aggressive. 

 Like humans Gorillas have 5 toes on each foot and 5 fingers on 

each hand. 
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 Horses can sleep both lying down and standing up. 

 Horses can run shortly after birth. 

 Domestic horses have a lifespan of around 25 years. 

 Horses have around 205 bones in their skeleton. 

 Horses have been domesticated for over 5000 years. 

 Horses are herbivores (plant eaters). 

 Because horse’s eyes are on the side of their head they are 

capable of seeing nearly 360 degrees at one time. 
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 Iguana can vary in size depending on the species. On average, 

they are usually 6 to 6.5 feet long, weighting 11 pounds. Iguanas 

are the largest lizards in America. 

 Iguana has strong jaws with sharp teeth. They have very long 

and sharp tail that is usually half of the body size. 

 Tail is used mainly for defense (iguana can punch its enemy with 

tail). In the case of danger, iguana can detach a part of its tail 

to ensure fast escape from predator. 
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 Jellyfish live in the sea and are found in all oceans. 

 Some jellyfish live in fresh water. 

 Jellyfish look a little like umbrellas. 

 Jellyfish can be large and brightly colored. 

 They can often be transparent (see-through) or translucent 

(semi-translucent). 

 Some can be very hard to see, nearly invisible to the human eye. 

 Although the word is mentioned in their name, jellyfish are 

not fish. 
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 Kangaroos are marsupial animals that are found in Australia as 

well as New Guinea. 

 There are four different kangaroo species, the red kangaroo, 

eastern grey kangaroo, western grey kangaroo and antilopine 

kangaroo. 

 Kangaroos can hop around quickly on two legs or walk around 

slowly on all four. 

 Kangaroos can’t walk backwards. 

 Kangaroos have very powerful legs and can be dangerous at 

times. 
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 Lions are the second largest big cat species in the world (behind 

tigers). 

 The average male lion weighs around 180 kg (400 lb) while the 

average female lion weighs around 130 kg (290 lb). 

 The heaviest lion on record weighed an amazing 375 kg (826 lb). 

 Lions can reach speeds of up to 81 kph (50 mph) but only in short 

bursts because of a lack of stamina. 

 The roar of a lion can be heard from 8 kilometers (5.0 miles) 

away. 

 Most lions found in the wild live in southern and eastern parts of 

Africa. 
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 A mouse or plural mice is a small mammal from the rodent order 

of animals. 

 Mice have a pointed snout, small rounded ears, and a long almost 

hairless tail. 

 There are more than 30 known species of mice. 

 The house mouse is the best known type of mouse and is a 

popular pet variety. Other mouse species seen in and around the 

house are the field mouse, the American white-footed mouse and 

the deer mouse. 
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 They weren’t primarily used as fighters. Some films and 

afternoon cartoons might portray ninjas as stand-up fighters 

who could subdue and disarm an enemy before they knew what 

hit them, but history paints a much different portrait. 

 Shurikens weren’t used to kill. The infamous “throwing stars” in 

the ninja’s arsenal may have looked deadly, but the best they 

could do was wound. The ninja’s weapons were designed to play to 

their strengths as quiet soldiers who were light on their feet 

and able to use their enemies’ weaknesses against them. 
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 There are around 300 species of octopus, usually located in 

tropical and temperate ocean waters. They are divided into 

finned deep-sea varieties that live on the ocean floor and finless, 

shallow water varieties found around coral reefs. 

 Octopuses have two eyes in a globe-shaped head (mantle) off 

which protrude eight long limbs called tentacles that have two 

rows of sucker senses. 
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 Penguins are flightless birds. 

 While other birds have wings for flying, penguins have adapted 

flippers to help them swim in the water. 

 Most penguins live in the Southern Hemisphere. 

 The Galapagos Penguin is the only penguin specie that ventures 

north of the equator in the wild. 

 Large penguin populations can be found in countries such as New 

Zealand, Australia, Chile, Argentina and South Africa. 

 No penguins live at the North Pole. 
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 Not all artists are drop-outs  

 Freddie Mercury aka Farrokh Bulsara  

  Freddie named the band 

“Queen”  

 “I want it all” inspired by 

Brian’s wife  

 The accidental invention of 

stand-free mic  

 John Deacon is much more 

than a bassist 

 MJ insisted to release 

“Another one bites the dust” 
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 A female rabbit is called a doe. 

 A male rabbit is called a buck. 

 A young rabbit is called a kit (or kitten). 

 Rabbits live in groups. 

 The European rabbit lives underground, in burrows. A group of 

burrows is known as a warren. 

 More than half of the world’s rabbits live in North America. 

 Rabbits have long ears which can be as long as 10 cm (4 in). 

 Rabbits have a lifespan of around 10 years. 
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 Snakes are carnivores (meat eaters). 

 Snakes don’t have eyelids. 

 Snakes can’t bite food so have to swallow it whole. 

 Snakes have flexible jaws which allow them to eat prey bigger 

than their head! 

 Snakes are found on every continent of the world except 

Antarctica. 

 Snakes have internal ears but not external ones. 
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 Some black bears are born white and are called Spirit Bears. 

They are not albino or polar bears. 

 Certain bears in Russia have become addicted to sniffing Jet 

Fuel out of discarded 

barrels. Going as far 

as stalking 

helicopters for the 

drops of fuel they 

leave behind. 

 Until 2006 Russian 

Cosmonauts carried 

weapons into space.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Teacher's comments: Page 70 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

umbrella



 

Teacher's comments: Page 71 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Teacher's comments: Page 72 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dictation:  



 

Teacher's comments: Page 73 
 
 

 

 The word umbrella comes from the Latin word "umbros" which 

means shade or shadow. 

 The first use of simple sun protecting umbrellas (parasols) 

comes from 3-4 thousand year old Egypt and Assyria. ... 

 During its first thousand years of life, parasols were viewed as a 

symbol of wealth and power. 
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 Volcanoes are openings in the Earth’s surface. When they are 

active they can let ash, gas and hot magma escape in sometimes 

violent and spectacular eruptions. 

 The word volcano originally comes from the name of the Roman 

god of fire, Vulcan. 

 Volcanoes are usually located where tectonic plates meet. This is 

especially true for the Pacific Ring of Fire, an area around the 

Pacific Ocean where over 75% of the volcanoes on Earth are 

found. 
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 Whales are mammals. 

 Whales breathe air as we do. 

 To breathe, whales have a blowhole in the top of their heads. 

 There are two types of whales, Baleen Whales and Toothed 

Whales. 

 Baleen whales feed from krill and plankton. 

 Toothed whales eat several kind of fish, like tuna, cod and 

salmon among others and some small mammals like seals. 

 The Blue whale is the largest animal in the world. 

 Some baleen whales sing. 
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 A group of foxes is called a skulk or leash. 

 Foxes have whiskers on their legs and face, which help them to 

navigate. 

 Grey foxes can retract their claws like cats do. 

 A male is called a ‘dog fox’ while a female is called a ‘vixen’. 

 A male is called a ‘dog fox’ while a female is called a ‘vixen’ 

  Foxes are generally solitary animals; unlike wolves, they hunt on 

their own rather than in packs. 

 Foxes dig underground dens where they take care of their kits 

and hide from predators. 
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The yo-yo is a popular toy made with of a length of string tied at one 

end to a flat spool. It is used by holding the free end of the string 

(usually by inserting one finger in a slip knot) and pulling at it so as to 

cause the spool to turn while it is hanging in mid-air, either winding or 

unwinding the string. It first became popular in the 1920s. 

In the simplest play, the string is wound on the spool by hand. The yo-

yo is then thrown downwards, so that it goes down and unwinds the 

string. It then (by inertia) climbs back, winding the string up. Finally 

the yo-yo is grabbed, ready to be thrown again.  
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 Zebra are part of the equidae family along with horse and 

donkeys. 

 Every zebra has a unique pattern of black and white stripes. 

 There are a number of different theories which attempt to 

explain zebra’s unique stripes with most relating to camouflage. 

 Wild zebras live in Africa. 

 Common plain zebras 

have tails around half a 

metre in length (18 

inches). 

 Zebra crossings 

(pedestrian crossings) 

are named after the 

black and white stripes 

of zebras. 
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